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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT APPEALS FOR PUBLIC SUPPORT AGAINST GENERAL 
STRIKE 

REF: BOGOTA 8374 

1 . PRESIDENT LOPEZ, IN A NATIONALLY TELEVISED SPEECH SEPTEMBER 
12, APPEALED FOR PUBLIC SUPPORT FORTHE ADMINISTRATION'S STAND 
AGAINST THE SEPTEMBER 14 GENERAL STRIKE. AFTER ANALYSING THE 
EVENTS LEADING TO THE PRESENT SITUATION, THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED 
THE GOCS HARD LINE ON THE STRIKE BY ACCUSING THE UNIONS OF BEING 
UNREASONABLE. HE DESCRIBED THE STRIKE AS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
BY GROUPS OPPOSED TO HIS GOVERNMENT, AND PUT THE UNIONS AND THEIR 
SUPPORTERS ON NOTICE THAT EVERY MEANS WOULD BE USED BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT TO INSURE THE NORMAL ROUTINE OF BUSINESS ACTIVITIY, AND THAT 
LEADERS OF THE STRIKE COULD EXPECT TO SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES 

OF THEIR ACTIONS. 

2. THE FOUR UNION CONFEDERATIONS HAVE ISSUED A STATEMENT REIT- 
ERATING THAT THE STRIKE IS NOT POLITICAL, AND THAT IT IS A 
PROTEST AGAINST HIGH COST OF LIVING AND THE GOCS FAILURE TO 
ALLEVIATE WORKERS' ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS. BOTH DEMOCRATIC 
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UNIONS HAVE PUBLICLY APPEALED FOR A PEACEFUL AND NON-VIOLENT 
STRIKE, AND HAVE ASKED THEIR MEMBERS TO AVOID ANY CONFRONTATIONS 
WITH SECURITY FORCES. UNION OFFICIALS HAVE PRIVATELY STATED THAT 
THEY ARE TELLING UNION MEMBERS TO STAY HOME AND OFF THE STREETS, 

SO AS TO DECREASE THE POSSIBLITY OF CLASHES WITH SECURITY FORCES. 

NO LARGE DEMONSTRATIONS OR MASS MEETINGS ARE PLANNED, WHICH FURTHER 
REDUCES THE POSSIBLITY OF VIOLENCE. 
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3. SUPPORT FOR THE STRIKE APPEARS STRONG, BUT WITH SOME NOTABLE 
EXCEPTIONS FROM UNIONS COVERING URBAN BUS DRIVERS. THESE UNIONS 
ARE SPLIT, WITH SEVERAL STATING THEY WILL HAVE THEIR MEMBERS 
REPORT FOR WORK. TRANSPORTATION AVAILABILITY, HOWEVER, WILL DEPEND 
ON SECURITY FORCES AS WELL AS ON DRIVERS, AS BUSES HAVE GENERALLY 
BEEN TARGETS FOR VIOLENCE DURING STRIKES. POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR 

THE STRIKE, TO WHICH THE PRESIDENT ALLUDED IN HIS SPEECH, HAS 
COME FROM OPPOSITE ENDS OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. COMMUNIST AND 
OTHER EXTREME GROUPS HAVE BEEN JOINED BY ANTI-LOPEZ SECTIONS OF 
THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY IN SUPPORTING THE STRIKE. OTHER POLITICAL 
LEADERS, INCLUDING EX-PRESIDENTS CARLOS LLERAS AND MISAEL PASTRANA, 
HAVE USED THE OCCASION TO CRITICIZE THE GOC'S HANDLING OF THE 
SITUATION, BUT HAVE NOT OPENLY SUPPORTED THE STRIKE. 

4. NATIONAL SALARY COUNCIL MET SEPTEMBER 10 TO CONSIDER INCREASING THE 

MINIMUM WAGE, ON EOF THE ORIGINAL DEMANDS OF THE UNIONS, BUT 
ADJOURNED WITHOUT TAKING ANY ACTION, AFTER UNION MEMBERS FAILED 
TO APPEAR. THIS ACTION ON THE PART OF THE UNIONS HAS BEEN 
CRITICIZED, BUT WAS PROBABLY DUE TO THE FACT THAT ONLY THE TWO 
DEMOCRATIC UNIONSARE OFFICIALLY PART OF THIS COUNCIL. ANY 
ATTEMPT BY THEM TO HELP SET NEW MINIMUM WAGE, WITHOUT CONSULTING 
WITH THE LEFT WING UNIONS, WOULD HAVE SERIOUSLY DAMAGED THE PRESTIGE 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC UNIONS. 
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5. COMMENT: WHILE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR VIOLENCE APPEARS HIGH, 
ESPECIALLY FROM STUDENT AND EXTEMIST GROUPS, THE FACT THAT THERE 
ARE NO DEMONSTRATIONS OR MASS MEETINGS PLANNED BY THE UNIONS 
SHOULD DECREASE THE LIKELIHOOD OF CLASHES. IF STRIKERS DO STAY 
OFF THE STREETS, SECURITY FORCES SHOULD BE ABLE TO TARGET THEIR 
RESOURCES AGAINST THE EXTREMISTS AND MAINTAIN BETTER ORDER. 

MAJOR QUESTINS REMAIN AS TO WHY DEMOCRATIC UNIONS FELT IT NECES- 
SARY TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS JOINT ACTION WITH LEFT WING UNIONS, 

AND HOW THIS STRIKE WILL AFFECT UNION/GOVERNMENT RELATIONS AFTER 
THE STRIKE. WE WILL ATTEMPT TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS ONCE THE 
SITUATION HAS RETURNED TO NORMAL. 

DREXLER 
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